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original animal instincts of the race, which had sud- 
denly re-asserted themselves over all the moral gains 
of centuries. This original animalism does sometimes 
curiously come out unexpectedly in individuals, in 
families, even in social groups of considerable size. 
But it does not seize whole sections of civilized nations 
and throw them into one vast violent fit of brutalistic 
desire, when there is no sufficient motive for their 
action in the inciting circumstances. 

When the civil war broke out in 1861, the in- 
stincts of the people were largely peaceful. The 
Mexican war fought beyond our borders had pro- 
duced but little eflect on the character of the nation, 
so largely was it condemned at •the time and subse- 
quently. The people born during the Eevolutionary 
period and that of 1812 were largely gone and a new 
generation was living who knew next to nothing of 
actual war. When the civil war came on, the people 
of the nation, except that part of it which had been 
affected by slavery, went into hostilities with the 
greatest reluctance. The interests at stake were 
very great. The national unity was involved. Yet 
the people did not want war. They did not believe 
war possible in any serious way. There was no 
jingoism then, nothing which could properly have 
been called by this detestable name. 

But from the firing on Fort Sumter thirty-seven 
years ago, for four years the entire people were filled 
with the excitement and frenzy of war. Sectional 
feeling was bitter and persistent. Hate and violence 
everywhere abounded. Peace principles were de- 
spised ; peace men were declared to be traitors and 
cowards. Children drew in war at their mothers' 
breasts ; boys and girls heard war at the family table ; 
war flamed in the headlines of the papers ; the pul- 
pits of the nation preached war ; the schools were 
full of war feeling. For more than a dozen years 
after the war closed, the passions and recriminations 
of the war continued, and had only in recent years 
begun to die away. 

How could we expect the children of that time, 
who have now reached maturity and middle life, to 
fail to exhibit the fruits of that which was so deeply 
and thoroughly implanted in them? We are simply 
reaping to-day the harvest of the warlike instincts 
which were then created or developed. This is the 
secret of our recent jingoism ; it is the secret of the 
rapid degeneration of sentiment noticed above ; it 
explains why the younger men in the nation are so 



much more clamorous for war than the older men, 
especially the old soldiers, most of whom have had 
all they want of the bloody business, into which the 
nation entered so reluctantly in '61. 

If we could have gotten through another decade 
or two without war, our jingoism would have died 
out. Perhaps we should have been able to keep our 
feet from the snare of European militarism, into 
which we have been in so much danger of falling. 
But a war now, if it lasts any length of time, is sure 
to re-create in the people warlike instincts the peril 
of which the nation will have to pass through a 
generation hence. At the close of it we shall not 
be ready to disarm as we were in 1865. All sorts 
of excuses will be found for keeping our navy large 
and our army larger than it has been. We shall find 
ourselves much farther along in the process of the 
militarization of the country, with less desire and 
less power to stop. Whatever justification people 
may make for a war against Spain in the name of 
humanity, the dangers here pointed out are of the 
most serious character, and we seem in danger of 
going headlong into them, with eyes deliberately 
closed. 

Editorial Notes. 

The annual business meeting of the American Peace 
Society will be held in Pilgrim Hall, Congregational 
House, 1 Beacon Street, Boston, on Monday, May 9th, 
at 2.30 p. m., to elect officers for the coming year, to 
receive the reports of the Board of Directors and of the 
Treasurer, and to transact such other business as may be 
brought before the meeting. A full report of the Annual 
Meeting will be given in the June number of The Advo- 
cate of Peace. It is to be hoped that there will be a 
large attendance of the members. The cause for which 
the Society has so long stood and labored demands un- 
usual attention because of the peculiar crisis through 
which the nation is passing. The Society desires greatly 
to enlarge its work during the coming year, and hopes 
that every member, in whatever part of the nation he 
lives, may put forth special efforts at the present time to 
promote the principles of peace and goodwill in all the 
scope of their application. There are many persons in 
all parts of the country who are in hearty sympathy with 
the purposes of the Society, and would be glad to be- 
come members if their attention were called to its work. 
Will not all those who are already members make it a 
special duty to try to induce others to become members ? 
All who can do so are earnestly solicited to make contri- 
butions to the funds of the Society, to enable it to dis- 
tribute a much larger number of its publications. 
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The International Peace Congress is to be held this 
year at Lisbon, Portugal. A large majority of the peace 
societies preferred Lisbon to Turin, Italy, the other city 
which asked for the privilege of entertaining the Congress. 
The date of the Congress has not yet been fixed, but it 
will probably be held at the last of September or the first 
of October, either before or after the meeting of the Inter- 
parliamentary Peace Conference which is also to hold its 
sessions at Lisbon this year. The Peace Bureau at Berne, 
which was charged with the duty of arranging for the 
Congress, has already prepared a provisional program 
which has been sent out to the peace societies for sugges- 
tions. The principal subjects to be treated at the Congress 
are likely to be international arbitration, international law, 
councils of conciliation, the peace exposition at Paris in 
1900, methods of influencing public opinion, etc. The 
Geographical Society of Lisbon, which has organized a 
strong peace department, and which is this year to cele- 
brate the four hundredth anniversary of Vasco da Gama's 
discovery of the Cape of Good Hope route to India, will 
be glad to see a large delegation of the friends of peace 
from the United States, and will, we are assured, do every- 
thing in their power to make the Ninth Universal Peace 
Congress a success. 



We have received the following letter from E. T. 
Moneta, President of the Lombard Peace Union, Italy, 
as well as one of similar import from the Secretary of 
the International Peace Bureau at Berne : 

" Dear Sir and Brother : The impending war between 
your Republic and Spain is a source of great sorrow to 
us, for the victims it will make, and because it takes from 
our propaganda one of its most conclusive arguments for 
combating war, viz., the great example which the United 
States has hitherto been giving to the world by living in 
complete liberty and prosperity through their love of peace. 

" We do hope and to this end most earnestly exhort your 
Society and the other peace associations of America, not 
to cease making the most strenuous exertions in order to 
avert this war, or put an end thereto as speedily as possi- 
ble. 

"Meanwhile we beg you to tell us what resolutions 
were taken, under the difficult circumstances of the present 
moment, in view of the combative disposition of so great 
a portion of your fellow- citizens. 

" With our warmest wishes for the earliest possible end 
of the present conflict, be pleased to accept the brotherly 
greetings of our whole Committee. 
Yours, most affectionately, 

E. T. Moneta." 

We assure our friends in Europe that the peace socie- 
ties in this country officially, and the individual members' 
of them, have done everything in their power to prevent 
the present unfortunate situation. We appreciate fully 
their sorrow and sympathy, but their grief cannot equal 
ours that the peace propaganda is being robbed of " one 
of its most conclusive arguments" through the course 



which our country is taking under the influence of the 
"combative portion" of our citizens. Nothing could 
give us greater pain and shame than that America, blinded 
and misled by an unrighteous zeal for righteousness, 
should fall from her unique position, lose the respect and 
confidence of the other nations, and forfeit her leadership 
of the world toward genuine international friendship and 
peace. 



The following manifesto in regard to the present war 
was sent out a short tfme ago from Paris by the Interna- 
tional Peace Association of Journalists : 

" The Central Committee of the 'International Associa- 
tion of Journalists Friends of Peace ' entreats all the 
journals of Spain and of the United States of America to 
address to their fellow. citizens a pressing appeal in favor 
of the maintenance of peace. It invites the journalists 
of all countries to make earnest effort with their govern- 
ments to the end that war may be avoided. If the press 
of the two worlds desires it, war, whose consequences may 
be frightful, will be impossible. 

" Nobody doubts any longer that the arbitrament of 
the cannon is completely opposed to right. Therefore, a 
pacific solution of the Spanish-American conflict is re- 
quired. That solution should be by way of arbitration ; 
and there is no reason why this conflict may not be sub- 
mitted to a tribunal composed of arbitrators named re- 
spectively by the interested parties. This solution will 
be singularly facilitated by the cessation of hostilities in 
Cuba. 

"The acceptance of arbitration by Spain, far from 
being opposed to her dignity, will only exalt it the more. 
The acceptance of arbitration by the Republic of the 
United States will prove to universal public opinion not 
only its love of peace but also its good faith when it 
professes that its mission is one of justice and humani- 
ty." 

How noble this declaration of an association of news- 
paper men sounds by the side of the insane ravings of 
many sensational, would-be patriotic papers ! And 
American papers at that ! To think of the United States 
and its newspapers having to be invited by a company of 
European newspaper men to observe peace and to ac- 
cept arbitration ! No humiliation could be greater ! It 
makes one feel that the whole order of nature is upside 
down ! Perhaps war may have to be declared against 
these European journalists, in order to vindicate our 
"honor!" 



Augustine Jones of Providence, R. I., in a recent letter 
to the New York Tribune, quotes the following passage 
from Justice Story's " Commentaries on the Constitu- 
tion," as full of suggestions at this critical juncture : 

"The power of declaring war is not only the highest 
sovereign prerogative, but it is, in its own nature" and 
effects, so critical and calamitous, that it requires the 
utmost deliberation and the successive review of all the 
councils of the nation. War, in its best estate, never 
fails to impose upon the people the most burdensome 
taxes and personal sufferings. It is always injurious 
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and sometimes subversive of the great commercial, manu- 
facturing and agricultural interests. Nay, it always in- 
volves the prosperity, and not infrequently the existence, 
of a nation. It is sometimes fatal to public liberty itself, 
by introducing a spirit of military glory, which is ready 
to follow wherever a successful commander will lead ; 
and in a Republic, whose institutions are essentially 
founded on the basis of peace, there is infinite danger 
that war will .find it both imbecile in defence and eager 
for contest. Indeed, the history of republics has but too 
fatally proved that they are too ambitious of military 
fame and conquest, and too easily devoted to the views 
of demagogues, who flatter their pride and betray their 
interests." 

It is not difficult to decide as to what sort of a " com- 
mentary " Judge Story would have written on the recent 
reckless and lawless haste of Congress in rushing the na- 
tion into war, and the craze for war among so consid- 
erable a portion of the people. 



Replying to a Belgian lady who recently sent him a 
book on peace, Tolstoi' reasserts his belief that the only 
way by which peace can be effectually promoted is by 
entire abstinence from participating in war, or, as he 
puts it, the emancipation of man from military slavery. 
Here is what he wrote: "The best way to attain our 
object is to abstain from all participation— direct or indi- 
rect — in any action relating to war ; for the surest meth- 
od of perpetuating the present order of things is to com- 
pound with our conscience and to fancy that sermons and 
pamphlets can have any real effect, while our mode of 
life does not correspond with our professions. The 
emancipation of man from military slavery cannot come 
from crowned heads or from scientists, or men of letters, 
but from religious men, whose lives are in harmony with 
their consciences. This can only be attained when men 
realize the value of human dignity ; in other words, when 
they accept a real and religious interpretation of life." 
The amount of "compounding with the conscience" on 
this subject is something appalling. There is no other 
matter about which, when a time of strain and test 
comes, the conscience so quickly and utterly goes down. 



The New Order is the title of an eight-page paper, now 
in its fourth volume, published by the Brotherhood Pub- 
lishing Co., at 26 Paternoster Square, London. It is 
edited by Vladimer Tchertkoff, one of the Russian 
Doukhobortsi now living in exile in England. The paper 
is published for the propagation of the view that war is 
absolutely incompatible with Christianity, and that no 
Christian can ever do military service of any kind, not 
even in the militia training. This is the view held by the 
twenty thousand Doukhobortsi or Spirit-Wrestlers in 
Russia, of whose terrible persecutions by Russian officials 
an account was given not long ago in the Advocate. 
This, as is well known, is the view taken by Count 



Tolstoi, who has made several attempts to secure the dis- 
continuance of the persecution of the Spirit-Wrestlers. 
Many of the Russian Stundists also cherish the same be- 
lief. There is also a sect found in numerous towns of 
Southern Hungary called the Nazarenes, numbering more 
than thirty thousand, whose members refuse to do any 
military service, who have in consequence suffered great 
hardships. Some of the young men of the Nazarenes 
refusing to bear arms have been thrown into prison and 
some of them forced to serve in the hospitals for twelve 
years. Mr. Tchertkoff, in the number of The New Order 
for February, severely criticises those members of the 
peace societies of Europe who are willing to do military 
service. He thinks that this greatly neutralizes the 
power of the peace movement. He also condemns the 
position of those members of the peace societies who 
uphold the present armed state of Europe as the most 
effective way of preserving peace. 



The annual report of the Liverpool Peace Society for 
1897-98, made by its Executive Committee, speaks thus 
of the unfortunate way in which Great Britain has entered 
into the rivalry of armaments : 

" Great Britain is no laggard in the evil rivalry which 
has been created. At the moment, it is the army which 
must needs be increased, and this is no doubt the natural 
consequence of the foreign policy of the present govern- 
ment. The constant expeditions in India and in Africa 
explain to a great extent why the army is now discovered 
to be too small. While the country allows itself to be 
blindly led into supporting the so-called ' forward policy,' 
the outcome of greed and rapacity, under the delusion 
that trade follows the flag, it will probably accept these 
continued increases in expenditure without complaint, 
but the Committee desires to emphasize the fact that by 
far the greatest part of our commerce is done with the 
very nations whose goodwill is usually the last considera- 
tion, and who are so constantly being irritated by our 
national greed and selfishness. 

It is a lamentable fact that while the population of the 
British Isles has increased during the last fifty years by 
42 per cent. , the expenditure on armaments has increased 
300 percent., and this year the army estimates call for the 
largest number of men we have had in any year of this 
century, and the greatest increase ever proposed to the 
British army in time of peace." 



The ambassadors of the six European powers, Ger- 
many, Austria, France, Great Britain, Italy and Russia, 
presented in person the following joint note to President 
McKinley on April 7th : 

"The undersigned representatives of Germany, Aus- 
tria-Hungary, France, Great Britain, Italy and Russia, 
duly authorized in that behalf, address in the name of 
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their respective governments a pressing appeal to the 
feelings of humanity and moderation of the President 
and of the American people, in their existing difference 
with Spain. They earnestly hope that further negotia- 
tions will lead to an agreement which, while securing the 
maintenance of peace, will afford all necessary guaran- 
tee for the re-establishment of order in Cuba. 

"The powers do not doubt that the humanitarian and 
purely disinterested character of this representation will 
be fully recognized and appreciated by the American 
nation." 

President McKinley replied as follows : 
" The government of the United States recognizes the 
goodwill which has prompted the friendly communication 
of the representatives of Germany, Austria-Hungary, 
France, Great Britain, Italy and Russia, as set forth in 
the address of your excellencies, and shares the hope 
1 herein expressed that the outcome of the situation in 
Cuba may be the maintenance of peace between the 
United States and Spain, by affording the necessary 
guarantees for the re-establishment of order in the is- 
land, so terminating the chronic disturbance of order 
there, which so deeply injures the interests and menaces 
the tranquillity of the American nation by the character 
and consequences of the struggle thus kept up at our 
doors, beside shocking its sentiment of humanity. 

" The government of the United States appreciates 
the humanitarian and disinterested character of the com- 
munication now made on behalf of the powers named, 
and for its part is confident that equal appreciation will 
be shown for its own interest and unselfish endeavors to 
fulfil a duty to humanity by ending a situation, the in- 
definite prolongation of which has become insufferable." 

After this exchange of notes no further representations 
were made by the powers to this government. It has 
been reported that much more vigorous action would have 
been taken by them, but for the refusal of Great Britain 
to join in further protest. 



The President sent his message on Cuba to Congress 
on April 11th. In it he opposed recognition of the Mas- 
so Cuban government, but recommended intervention at 
his discretion to terminate hostilities in Cuba. On the 
13th the House without debate by a vote of 322 to 19 
passed a resolution in harmony with the President's 
suggestion. On the 16th the Senate, after four days de- 
bate, passed a resolution recognizing the Masso Cuban 
republic and declaring for immediate armed intervention. 
On the 19th, after a strong contest between the two 
Houses, the following joint resolution was passed : 

"Resolved, by the Senate and the House of Represen- 
tatives of the United States of America in Congress 
assembled, 

" First, that the people of the island of Cuba are and 
of right ought to be free and independent. 

"Second, that it is the duty of the United States to 
demand, and the government of the United States does 
hereby demand, that the government of Spain at once 
relinquish its authority and government in the island of 
Cuba and withdraw its land and naval forces from Cuba 
and Cuban waters. 



"Third, that the President of the United States be, 
and he hereby is, directed and empowered to use the en- 
tire land and naval forces of the United States and to 
call into the actual service of the United States the militia 
of the several states to such extent as may be necessary 
to carry these resolutions into effect. 

"Fourth, that the United States hereby disclaims any 
disposition or intention to exercise sovereignty, jurisdic- 
tion or control over said island, except for the pacifica- 
tion thereof, and asserts its determination, when that is 
accomplished, to leave the government and control of the 
island to its people." 

On the 20th the President approved the action of 
Congress and sent an ultimatum to Spain giving her until 
the 23d to reply. Immediately the Spanish Minister at 
Washington, Senor Polo y Bernabe, asked for his pass- 
ports. The next day, before the delivery of the ultima- 
tum at Madrid, the Spanish government handed Minister 
Woodford his passports, and thus all diplomatic relations 
between the two governments ceased. Immediately the 
fleet gathered at Key West was ordered, and proceeded, 
to blockade.the north coast of Cuba. The cables have been 
severed and the island cut off from the rest of the world. 
Different vessels of the fleet have captured Spanish mer- 
chantmen and taken them to Key West. Spanish cruisers 
are reported to be searching for American merchantmen 
and to have captured one or two. Spain made formal reply 
to the ultimatum, stating that she considered it a decla- 
ration of war ! Our government considered the breaking 
off of diplomatic relations by Spain a declaration of war ! 
On the 25th, at the recommendation of the President, 
Congress passed an act declaring that a state of war 
existed and had existed since the breaking off of diplo- 
matic relations by Spain. 

A call for 125,000 volunteers was at once made by the 
war department, to be raised proportionally by,the States. 
The troops of the regular army are being hurried South. 
War preparations are going on rapidly all over the coun- 
try. A station on the north shore of Cuba is to be seized 
and fortified as a point from which supplies can be sent 
to the suffering Cubans. As we go to press word comes 
of the first engagement. The forts of Matanzas having 
fired on three of Admiral Sampson's vessels, the ships 
replied and in a few moments had silenced all the forts. 
No details are given of the loss in the forts. There were 
no casualties to the ships. 



The first act of the war to stop the inhumanities in Cuba 
was the seizure on April 22 by one of the boats of our 
navy of the private property of non-combatants. What 
our government has so much condemned in the Spaniards 
is the maltreatment of the Cuban non-combatants. But 
how does this act of the navy, and several subsequent 
ones, differ in principle, from the act of the Spaniards? 
None of the boat's crew were injured in their persons. 
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That is true. But every poor tar of them would have 
instantly been blown into fragments, pounded into sau- 
sage, or sent to the bottom of the sea, if they had not 
forthwith surrendered. " Civilized warfare " does not 
allow, or makes a high profession of not allowing, armies 
on land to interfere with the private property or the per- 
sons of non-combatant citizens of the enemy's country. 
If our government acts consistently with its high pro- 
fessions of civilization and unselfishness it will at once 
order the navy to stop the miserable business of capturing 
the private property of non-combatant Spaniards on the 
sea, except when that property is " contraband of. war." 
It has always been a disgrace to our government that it 
did not accept the declaration of the treaty of Paris in 
1856 in regard to the abolition of privateering and the 
rights of neutrals at sea. The government has now given 
notice of its adherence to the Paris declaration. Why 
should it not go further and make war as " civilized " on 
the sea as it professes to have made it on the land ? In- 
ternational law on this subject certainly deserves ad- 
vancing another stage. 



Since the above note was written, President McKinley, 
on the 26th of April, issued the following proclamation : 

Whereas, by an act of Congress approved April 25, 
1898, it is declared that war exists, and that war has 
existed since the 21st day of April, A.D., 1898, including 
said day, between the United States of America and the 
kingdom of Spain, and 

Whereas, it being desirable that such war should be 
conducted upon principles in harmony with the present 
views of nations and sanctioned by recent practice, it has 
already been announced that the policy of this govern- 
ment will be not to resort to privateering, but to adhere 
to the rules of the declaration of Paris. 

Now, therefore, I, William McKinley, President of the 
United States of America, by virtue of the power vested 
in me by the constitution and the laws, do hereby declare 
and proclaim : 

First — The neutral flag covers enemy's goods with the 
exception of contraband of war. 

Second — Neutral goods not contraband of war are not 
liable to confiscation under the enemy's flag. 

Third — Blockades in order to be binding must be 
effective. 

Fourth — Spanish merchant vessels in any ports or 
places within the United States shall be allowed until May 
21, 1898, inclusive, for loading their cargoes and depart- 
ing from such ports or places ; and such Spanish merchant 
vessels, if met at sea by any United States ship, shall be 
permitted to continue their voyage, if, on examination of 
their papers, it shall appear that their cargoes were taken 
on board before the expiration of the above term, provided 
that nothing herein contained shall apply to Spanish vessels 
having on board any officers in the military or naval ser- 
vice of the enemy, or any coal (except such as may be 
necessary for their voyage), or any other article pro- 
hibited or contraband of war, or any dispatch of or to the 
Spanish government. 



Fifth — Any Spanish merchant vessel which prior to 
April 21, 1898, shall have sailed from any foreign port 
bound for any port or place in the United States, shall be 
permitted to enter such port or place, and to discharge 
her cargo and afterward forthwith to depart without 
molestation, and any such vessel if met at sea by any 
United States ship shall be permitted to continue her 
voyage to any port not blockaded. 

Sixth — The right of search is to be exercised with 
strict regard for the right of neutrals and the voyages of 
mail steamers are not to be interfered with except on the 
clearest ground of suspicion of a violation of law in re- 
spect of contraband or blockade. 

Under this proclamation Spanish merchantmen will not 
be liable to seizure when carrying merchandise of citizens 
of neutral nations, nor Spanish merchandise when carried 
in neutral ships. But the government ought to have 
gone much farther and entirely prohibited the seizure of 
private property at sea. We see that there is a strong 
sentiment in Congress and in the Cabinet in favor of this, 
and it may yet be done. 



Here is the order issued by General Blanco on April 
11, for the suspension of hostilities in Cuba : 

" His majesty's government, yielding to the reiterated 
wish expressed by His Holiness the Pope, has been 
pleased to decree a suspension of hostilities, with the 
object of preparing and facilitating the restoration of 
peace on this island, in virtue whereof I believe it con- 
venient to order : 

" From the day following the receipt in each locality of 
the present proclamation hostilities are ordered to be sus- 
pended in all the territory of the island of Cuba. 

"The details for the execution of the above article will 
be the object of special instructions that will be commu- 
nicated to the several commanders-in-chief of the army 
corps for the easy and prompt execution according to the 
situation and circumstances of the case. 



The following is the wording of the ultimatum which 
was sent to Minister Woodford at Madrid on April 20th : 

You have been furnished with a joint resolution voted 
by the congress of the United States on the 19th inst. — 
approved to-day — in relation to the pacification of the 
island of Cuba. In obedience to that act, the President 
directs you to immediately communicate to the government 
of Spain said resolution, with the formal demand of the 
government of the United States that the government of 
Spain at once relinquish its authority and government in 
the island of Cuba and withdraw its land and naval 
forces from Cuba and Cuban waters. In taking this step 
the United States hereby disclaims any disposition or 
intention to exercise sovereignty, jurisdiction, or control 
over said island except for the pacification thereof, and 
asserts its determination when that is accomplished to 
leave the government and control of the island to its peo- 
ple under such free and independent government as they 
may establish. If by the hour of noon Saturday next, 
the 23d day of April, instant, there be not communicated 
to this government by that of Spain a full and satisfac- 
tory response to this demand and resolution whereby 
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the ends of peace in Cuba shall be assured, the President 
will proceed without further notice to use the power and 
authority enjoined and conferred upon him by the said 
joint resolution to such extent as may be necessary to 
carry the same into effect. 



attendant upon army life if all the home restraints could 
be taken along with him. 



A new scheme is said to be on foot for the annexation 
of Hawaii. The project of annexing it by treaty was 
given up some time ago, and the friends of the movement 
had little hope of succeeding by a joint resolution. In 
fact, the subject would probably have passed quietly out 
of view but for the general upheaval and disarrangement 
produced by the outbreak of war. The method of secur- 
ing the annexation of the islands which President McKinley 
is reported to have in mind is to seize them as a war 
measure, with the acquiescence, of course, of the govern- 
ment at Honolulu. The reason to be assigned for this 
"snap judgment" procedure is that the United States 
will have to have Hawaii as a coaling station for the 
Eastern fleet, which we believe is nearly three thousand 
miles away. We shall not believe, until we see the thing 
done, that President McKinley will be guilty of such a 
deed as this in order to carry through a cherished plan of 
his. Opposition to the annexation of Hawaii has steadily 
developed among the people, and as the war with Spain 
has come on it has been considered very fortunate that 
we have not outlying posts to fortify and defend. But 
"all things are lawful in war"! This maybe one of 
the " all things," whose evil results are to be thrust on 
the country willy nilly. 



An army chaplain, in a letter to the New York Obser- 
ver, wrote August 21st, 1863 : 

" I am painfully convinced that, nothwithstanding all 
that has been done and is doing, the tendency of our men 
is rapidly, fearfully downward. With some exceptions 
in regiments where a chaplain of right character has 
been permitted to labor, vice, in its most flagrant and 
odious forms, riots unrestrained. Such blatant and 
incessant profanity as I heard in travelling from Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, to Winchester, Tennessee — some 750 
miles— I never had supposed possible ; intemperance pre- 
vails and vice shows itself shamelessly. The causes of 
this deterioration are patent. War is essentially and al- 
most necessarily a demoralizer, from the absence of all 
restraint exercised by the presence of mothers, wives and 
prattling children ; from the destitution of strong religious 
agencies in the army, such as the church throws about 
men at home, and from the new and violent temptations 
to which a soldier is exposed — temptations that never 
reach him till he is thrown into an enemy's country, and 
against which few are able resolutely to contend." 

The chaplain fails to give the real reason for the degen- 
eration which war brings. It is not primarily the absence 
of restraints, such as are thrown around men at home, 
which accounts for the demoralization. It is the spirit 
and the practices of war itself. One who voluntarily en- 
ters into this spirit and silences his conscience as to these 
practices would not be greatly restrained from the evils 



American Industries, which is actively engaged in the 
movement for the neutralization of Hawaii, as opposed to 
annexation, had the following sensible comment in its 
April number : 

" If the question of war were put to a popular vote 
to-day by the people of the United States, the result 
would probably be in favor of war. Should there be war 
— of which there now seems but little question — and a 
vote were taken, three months from now, or even a shorter 
period, the result would probably be against war and all 
its bloody horrors, for these are the only words which 
adequately describe war — a reign of bloody horrors. 
Men's passions are inflamed, and they thirst for blood — 
while the Angel of peace stands with folded wings, bit- 
terly weeping at this appalling prospect, just at the 
threshold of the Twentieth Century." 



Congressman Gillett of Massachusetts has introduced in 
the House of Representatives resolutions declaring mer- 
chant ships exempt from capture in time of war. His 
study of our diplomatic history has led him to introduce 
these resolutions as embodying the position which the 
United States has always taken on the subject. Ever since 
the Revolution, he says, our presidents have endeavored 
to make the practice on sea correspond to that on land. 
To take private property on land as booty has long been 
abandoned as barbarous by all civilized nations. President 
John Adams, in the last century, endeavored to make 
the nations agree that free ships make free goods. After 
the war of 1812, our government endeavored to provide 
by treaty with European nations that all private property 
on the sea should be exempt from capture, but it failed. 

The United States, in 1856, refused to give its assent 
to the declaration of Paris, not because we favored pri- 
vateering, but because the declaration did not go far 
enough and prohibit the capture of private property at 
sea. At the outbreak of the civil war, President Lin- 
coln again asserted the position of the United States. 
Two treaties in this sense have been made by the United 
States, one with Russia, negotiated by Franklin in 1785, 
the other with Italy, negotiated in 1871. Mr. Gillett 
thinks that the purpose for which the United States pro- 
fesses to have begun the present war, as well as our con- 
stant historic effort in behalf of this principle, requires 
that our government at the present time should scrupu- 
lously put into practice what it has so long professed. 



The current number of the New England Magazine has 
the following wise and timely word as to the duty of 
every " true American" to do what he can to counteract 
the evils with which the nation is threatened as the re- 
sult of the present war : 

"The war with Spain, if war with Spain there be, will 
soon be over ; and, necessary or unnecessary, right or 
wrong, we believe that it will result in only good to Cuba. 
But the results to our own people of the great flood of 
bad blood, bad reasoning, base appeal, false assumption 
and false political philosophy which has been precipitat- 
ed by the crisis will not be easily counteracted ; and be it 
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THE ADVOCATE OF PEACE. 
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in the midst of war, righteous or unrighteous, or when 
war or the rumors of war have passed, the true American 
will ask himself what he can do to check those things in 
the national thought and temper which tend to make 
America unfaithful to the world and to that great dawn 
ing political synthesis, that new international imperative 
that new sense of the obligation and the grandeur of the 
way of peace, whose development and supremacy are the 
world's hope. How does what we say and do look in the 
light of this hope and imperative ? How truly does our 
patriotism point the way to universal justice, to universal 
order, and eternal peace ? Only as we can answer these 
questions well can we face history and face the day of 
judgment. 



Brevities. 

" Inter arma silent leges." " Cedant arma togae." 

. . . The annual meeting of the Liverpool (England) 
Peace Society was held on the 8th of March. The annual 
report of the Society shows a year of earnest and faithful 
work. 

. . . The twenty-seventh annual meeting of the Inter- 
national Arbitration League (founded by Mr. William 
Randall Cremer) was held in Holborn Town Hall, Lon- 
don, on the 22d of March. 

. . . The Baroness von Suttner, whose well-known book, 
" Lay Down Your Arms," has made her famous through- 
out Europe and America, has just published a new story 
which deals with many of the evils of modern society. 
The title of the book is " Check to the World's Woes : a 
Fantasy." The story is being translated into English. 

. . . Mr. Dingley of the Ways and Means Committee of 
the House of Representatives estimates that the war with 
Spain will from the very start cost us two million dollars 
per day. The civil war is still costing us four hundred 
thousand dollars per day for pensions alone. 

... In spite of war, arbitration still continues to get in 
its work. Hayti and San Domingo have made arrange- 
ments, so reported, to have their boundary difficulty set- 
tled by the arbitration of the Pope. 

. . . Columbia University and the University of Chicago 
recently debated the resolution, "Resolved, that the 
policy of increasing the United States navy is wise and 
should be continued." Columbia argued in the negative 
and won the victory. 

. . . The public debt of Spain now amounts to fifteen 
hundred million dollars, exclusive of four hundred millions 
incured during the last three years in trying to subdue 
the Cuban insurrection. 

. . . The first official act of the new Postmaster-Gen- 
eral, Charles E. Smith, was the issuance on April 26th 
of an order cutting off all our postal relations with Spain. 
This order does not affect closed mails between Spain 
and other countries while in transit through the United 
States. 

. . . Since the voting of the fifty millions war emer- 
gency fund the government has added about fifty vessels 
to its war fleet. 



. . . The Pope made many efforts to prevent war be- 
tween the United States and Spain. He is reported to 
have said that he wished he might die before hostilities 
broke out. 

. . . Professor Charles Eliot Norton of Cambridge, Mass., 
says that this is a newspaper war, gotten up by the news- 
papers and for the newspapers. 

. . . Spain has declared her acceptance of the declara- 
tions of the treaty of Paris, except as to privateering. 
She reserves the right to grant letters of marque to priva- 
teers. 

. . . The new war taxes are to be in harmony with the 
Democratic theory that taxes should be levied for revenue 
only. The war-tax bill is exclusively a bill for new or 
increased internal revenue. 

... In order to provide for the expenses of the war, 
beyond what the new revenue tax will bring in, the gov- 
ernment is arranging to issue 3 per cent 10-20 bonds to 
the amount of seven hundred million dollars. 

. . . The relations between Bulgaria and Turkey are re- 
ported to be much strained and troops to be gathering on 
the frontier. 

. . . The New York Tribune says that under the master- 
ful leadership of the President this nation has been slow 
to anger and has well ruled its spirit. One might retort 
that under the still more masterful leadership of the 
jingoes and yellow journals it has been quick to anger 
and has not ruled its spirit at all. 

. . . An appeal in behalf of peace has been made to the 
German nation signed by secretaries of fifty-five sections 
of the German Peace Society. 

. . . The late great Finnish poet said that " War is 
hatred and murder. War is agony and death. War is 
falsehood and deceit. War is the exaltation of force ; 
the humiliation of weakness. War mocks at the Divine 
law and tramples the human. Its banner is violence. In 
war man becomes a wild beast. War is brutal egotism. 
War is the negation of all civilization." 

. . . The International Peace Bureau at Berne, the 
French Arbitration Society, the International League of 
Peace and Liberty, the Peace Society of Palermo, and 



THE WORLD ON WHEELS. 

To be without a Bicycle or Sewing Machine to-day is to be 
wilfully deprived of the greatest inventions of the age. Bicycle 
riding is acknowledged by all physicians to be the most pleasant 
and healthful exercise indulged in. A Bicycle demands no wages, 
occasions no expense or trouble, and is always ready without a 
moment's notice-to render the service required of it. A Sewing 
Machine once bought is a perpetual treasure and renders the 
work of the laborious housewife tenfold more efficient and expe- 
ditious. 

In the matter of Bicycles and Sewing Machines, we call your 
particular attention to the advertisements of the Victor Manufac- 
turing Co., of Chicago, 111., appearing elsewhere in this issue. The 
concern is thoroughly reliable and responsible as can be ascer- 
tained by consulting any of the commercial guides. Notice their 
attractive " ads." 



